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Abstract
Tsakov, H., ALExanDRov, A. 2005: Growth of Robinia pseudoacacia L. on a reclaimed terrain in
Bulgaria studied over a period of climatic anomalies. Folia oecol., 32: 1-5.

Reclamation of post-industrial land through forest planting provides conditions for formation of
fertile soils, protection of the landscape against winds and water erosion, and restoration of the
flora and fauna. We studied the process in a region damaged by mining industry. Over a period
of three years (1999-2001) we examined the growth dynamics of a stand of Robinia pseudoacacia
L. planted in post-industrial soil. The study period was characterised by climatic anomalies (extre-
mely high average daily temperatures caused by masses of warm air transported from Northern
Africa) in the growing season. The trees were clustered in 10 bio-groups consisting of dominant
(D), co-dominant (CD), subdominant (SD) and suppressed (SP) trees. Air temperature and preci-

pitation was monitored simultaneously with the measurement of stand variables.
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Introduction

Reclaimed land is an attribute of post-industrial land-
scapes in regions with mining activity, ore processing
and power industries. The soils in such a land are for-
med by accumulation of different geological substrata
with either homogenous or heterogeneous structure.

The soils in post-industrial land have an anthro-
pogenic layer of significant depth and characteristic
structure, low water-keeping capacity and low amounts
of nutrients.

In this context, the black locust growing in a
reclaimed land has been given increasing interest in
many countries. We present here an overview — com-
pilation of the results obtained through experience
and research on this topic in Bulgaria.

Material and methods
The studied experimental plot is placed in a black

locust stand established in 1974 on an embankment
build up in the process of exploitation of the open

iron ore mine MP Kremikovtsi (near Sofia). The forest
soil at the site belongs to chromic luvisols. The loca-
lity is situated at 510 m a.s.l.

The plot is situated in the low-elevation forest
zone, the sub-zone of hilly-far-mountain oak forests,
characterized by an average annual temperature of
9.9°C and an average precipitation total of 590 mm
(Zanariey et al., 1979).

The forest litter layer is 2-3 cm thick, and it
consists of dead leaves and branches. The herb layer
is dense, regularly distributed over the whole area,
and it is composed of Dactylus glomerata L., Bromus
sterilis L., Taraxacum officinale L., Teucrium chama-
edris L., Cirsium arvense L. (Scop.), Potentila argen-
tea L., Geum urbanum L., Artemisia annua L., Plan-
tago media L., Achillea millefolium L. and other species.

As a result of the forest biological restoration the
humus horizon is formed, the total nitrogen content is
increased and the alkaline reaction of the substrate is
lowered.

The study was launched in 1999 on 10 bio-
groups selected at the plot with together 172 black
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locust trees. From this number, 156 (90.6%) were trees
with single stems and 16 (9.4%) with stems branching
in two at a 50-60 cm height. Which consist of domi-
nant (D), codominant (CD), subdominant (SD) and
suppressed (SP) trees — their total number in bio-
groups is 40 (Fig. 1).

The growth parameters, dendrometric variables
and wood assortment structure of the stands were
studied using forest inventory methods of analysis
and synthesis. The measurements were performed
weekly in rainy periods, and each two weeks over the
periods without rain. Control measurements of air tem-
perature and relative air humidity were performed using
an Assman’s psychrometer (ALEXANDROV and SHIPKO-
VENSKI, 2002).

The distribution of precipitation water was mea-
sured in the open air, below forest canopy (including
stem flow) and in the surface soil layers (seepage
below litter and below +5 cm mineral soil).

Results and discussion
Growth of black locust trees

The mean diameter of the studied trees is 15.9 cm. The
first bio-group has the smallest diameter (14.6 cm),
deviating 8.2% from the overall mean diameter. The
sixth bio-group has the biggest average diameter, ex-
ceeding the overall mean of the studied stand by
16.9%. The mean diameters of the fifth and the seventh
bio-groups are very similar to the overall stand mean.
The mean height of all the studied trees is 13.8 m. The
fourth and fifth bio-groups have the same values —
13.5 m. The maximum height (15.6 m) was found in the
trees with the highest d. b. h. diameter (18.6 cm). The
thickest tree N 102 is also the tallest one (21.0 m). The
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less developed tree N 130 (suppressed) is at the same
time the shortest — 3.2 m.

The dominant trees occupy 47.8% of the area,
28.3% is covered by the co-dominant trees. The sub-
dominant and suppressed trees represent 16% and 8%
of the area, respectively. The average projection area
of a black locust tree belonging to the biogroups is
12.8 m?, for the entire sample plot is the corresponding
value 11.4 m?. The dominant tree N 56 has the largest
growth surface — 43.2 m?, while the tree N 130 has the
smallest one — 1.2 m? (Tsakov and DimiTrovA, 2003).

Table 1 shows the dynamics in the mean annual
diameter increment of the studied black locust trees,
recorded over the growth periods of 1999, 2000 and
2001. Evident is considerable variability in connection
with various hierarchical positions in the stand canopy.

The comparison of the increment values of the
black locust trees grouped according to the social
classes shows that the dominant trees had the highest
diameter increment in 1999 and 2000, representing 37.0—
42.5% of the total by trees of social groups accumu-
lated increment.

The total accumulated diameter increment was
shared in the following way: dominant trees by 37%,
co-dominant trees by near 30%, subdominant by 20%,
and suppressed by 10-15% (13%). There is evident an
abrupt decrease in the increment of the dominant trees
over the vegetation period 2001, however the propor-
tion to the total (31.5%) is still fairly high, almost
reaching the increment value created by the codomi-
nant trees (33.4%).

The crown die-back found in some dominant trees
shows that the stand has already reached its quan-
titative maturity stage, and that the growth potential
of the dominant stems appears to be exhausted.

The comparison of the black locust diameter in-
crement values in 1999 between the social classes
reveals that the lowest growth rate was connected
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Fig. 1. Profile diagram of the crowns of Robinia pseudoacacia L. - sample plot no. 1 — Kremikovtsi



Table 1. Growth of Black locust trees on experimental plot Kremikovtsi in growing seasons 1999-2001
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with the lowest average height. In the year 2000, the
height of the dominant (D) and the suppressed (SP)
trees increased by about 1% (1.2%).

The average height of suppressed trees is two
times smaller compared to the dominant trees. The
depressed trees are characterized by asymmetrically
developed crowns, situated within the lower canopy
layer with only limited supply of light and water. Con-
sequently, the diameter increments in these trees are
lower.

The same tendency in the height growth and
development was also recorded during the growth
period 2001.

In spite of the dry periods, the growth rate and
wood mass accumulation was fairly massive in co-
dominant (CD) and subdominant (SD) trees. The dia-
meter increment in these classes expressed to average
breast-height diameter during the growth periods 2000
and 2001 ranged from 5.0 to 6.9%. At the same time,
these trees showed better vitality compared to the
others.

Water cycles

The total sum of open air precipitation in 2000 was
only 383.5 mm, representing 65.7% of the precipitation
total in 2001 (close to the average annual precipita-
tion). The distribution of the precipitation over the
growing periods 1999, 2000 and 2001, separately for
the period of rest (November—April), period of inten-
sive growth (May-July) and period of growth comple-
tion (August—October) shows Table 1. The different
quantities of total precipitation from 383.5 mm (1999)
to 583 mm (2001) are to be noticed.

The water cycles on the sample plot for the years
2000 and 2001 are summarised in Tables 2 and 3. The
average annual throughfall for the two seasons was
about 75% (74.3-75.8%), the stem flow 7% (6.8—7.1%)
and the amount of water reaching the mineral soil
surface was 50% (47.2-51.2%).

The maximum precipitation in the growing period
2000 fell in June (58 mm), representing 15.1% of the
total annual precipitation. From this amount, 77.1%
passed through the canopy, 48.8% below litter and
39.3% below 5 cm thick mineral soil layer. In the litter
was therefore absorbed 28.3% of June precipitation.
The minimum amount of precipitation fell in August —
only 4.4 mm (1.1%), from which the throughfall repre-
sented 50%, and water amounts passed through the
litter and 5 cm thick mineral soil layer were 6.8% and
0%, respectively.

The absolute biggest quantity of precipitation
was recorded to the end of the growing season in
September 2000 (77.1 mm, i.e. 20.1%). The throughfall
was 78.5%, water amount passed below the litter 56.0%
and below 5 cm thick mineral soil layer 45.3% (unlike
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Table 2. Water cycle experimental plots “Kremikovtsi”, year 2000
Table 3. Water cycle experimental plots “Kremikovtsi”, year 2001
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an average annual seepage of 35%). However, such an
abundant precipitation following the driest month
August (1.1% of the annual precipitation total) only
played an insignificant role for the normal growth of
the stand.

On the other hand it is evident that the low
precipitation in the region of Kremikovtsi in the year
2000 (65% of the long term annual mean 590 mm)
seriously influenced the diameter increment in 2001.
This could also be the reason for the abrupt decrease
in the increment of the dominant trees (from 14.8
to 9.7 mm), and also for the reduced increments ob-
served for the other social classes in the recent years.
TorgiocLu (by AssmaN, 1961), Dunovnikov (1971), NE-
pyarkov (2003) and other authors also suggest that
the dry periods influence the diameter increment for
the next growing season.

In 2001 the maximum precipitation was in May
and made 118.7 mm or 20.3% of the annual total of 583
mm. The throughfall represented 76.5%, the amount of
water passed through the litter was 55.3% and below
5 cm thick mineral soil layer 38.9%. The minimum pre-
cipitation was in October — 2.8 mm (0.5%). In this
month the throughfall made 10.7%, water amount
passed below the litter 17.8% and below 5 cm thick
mineral soil layer 0%.

The average annual temperature in 2001 was
10.9 °C, i.e. by 1°C (10.1%) above the long-term mean.
In this year, July and August were the hottest months
with average temperatures 22.2°C and 20.9°C, respec-
tively. The coldest month was December (—4.1°C). The
mean temperature in January was above zero (0.9°C).

In the year 2002, the average annual temperature
was 11.9°C, i.e. 2°C (20.2%) above the long term an-
nual mean (9.9°C). The average annual temperature in
the stand was by 1.12°C (9.4%) lower than in the open
air. The warmest month was also July (24.4°C) and
August (23.4°C), and the coldest one was January
(3.1°C).

Conclusions

The study of the black locust planted in post-indus-
trial soil in the reclaimed landscape near the Sofia
town has revealed that:

o In spite of the specific growth conditions, the stand
seems growing quite vigorously. Concerning the
tree classes, the proportions of the area covered
by the trees belonging to the particular class are
following: dominant 47.8%, co-dominant 28.3%, sub-
dominant 16% and suppressed 8%.

o Dominant trees show the highest diameter incre-
ments in 1999 and 2000, representing 37.0—42.5%
of the total increment accumulated by the trees of
social groups diameter increment in the vegetation



period 2001 is lower but also represents a large
proportion (31.5%) of the total diameter increment.
The increment value found in the co-dominant tre-
es was very similar (33.4%).

o The precipitation total in 2000 was 383.5 mm, repre-
senting only 65.7% of the precipitation total in
2001. The value of this parameter in 2001 was very
similar to the long-term mean.

o Percentages of the throughfall (74.3% and 75.8%)
and the stem flow (7.1% and 6.9%) did not signi-
ficantly differ for the two successive years (2000—
2001).

o The average value of the interception during the
period with foliage (from May until October) rea-
ched 19.7% while in the leafless period (from No-
vember until April) it was 14.3% (2001).

o The analysis of the growth dynamics of the con-
cerned black locust stand shows that it is not
possible to make general conclusions from such a
short period.

o Variable tendencies of local climatic values could
be deduced that reflect the unique microclimatic
patterns in the surroundings.
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Rast Robinia pseudoacacia L. na rekultivovonom uzemi v Bulharsku
v obdobi klimatickych anomalii

Suhrn

V oblasti poskodenej banskou ¢innostou vytvara rekultivacia prostrednictvom lesnych kultar priaznivé pod-
mienky pre zvySenie pddnej urodnosti, ochranu krajiny pred veternou a vodnou erdéziou a obnovu flory a fauny.
Dynamika rastu porastu Robinia pseudoacacia L. vysadeného na technogénnej pode sa sledovala v obdobi
klimatickych anomalii rokov 19992001 (extrémne vysoké priemerné denné teploty vzniknuté v dosledku precho-
du teplych vzdusnych hmét zo severnej Afriky). V desiatich biogrupach agata sa skimali nadaroviiové, urov-
nové, podiroviové a potlacené stromy. Vyskum zahtiia aj sledovanie zrazok a tepldt vzduchu.
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Abstract
KorMUTAK, A., VooKOVA, B. 2005. Storage proteins and enzyme activity during somatic embryogenesis
in Algerian fir (4bies numidica De Lann.). Folia oecol., 32: 6-10.

The dynamics of storage protein synthesis and enzyme activity during somatic embryogenesis of the
Algerian fir (Abies numidica De Lann.) was studied beginning with the embryonic suspensor mass
(ESM). Storage proteins comprised major protein fractions 47, 43, 25, 20 and 10 kDa in size and
numerous minor proteins — in their profiles similar to storage proteins in somatic embryos of Picea
glauca. Stage-specific nature of storage proteins was observed during differentiation of somatic
embryos within ESM and during desiccation of mature somatic embryos. Peroxidase activity was
relatively constant in ESM, precotyledonary and cotyledonary embryos, but no activity was detected
in desiccated embryos. Esterase activity exhibited increased tendency during somatic embryogenesis.
Both isoperoxidases and isoesterases exhibited stage-specific profiles what makes them a perspective

tool in studying individual stages of Abies numidica somatic embryogenesis.
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Introduction

Somatic embryogenesis is a useful technique for bree-
ding and large-scale propagation of elite trees. In Pi-
naceae, its potential for mass multiplication has been
eventful demonstrated for the genera Picea (Hakman,
1993; ArnorD et al., 1995), Pinus (Gurta and Durzan,
1991; Sarajova et al., 1995), Larix (Bonaga et al., 1995)
and Abies (NorGAARD and Kroastrup, 1995). The ef-
fort has preferentially been focused on induction of
somatic embryogenesis and regeneration of mature
somatic embryos by means of specific media. Less
attention has, however, been paid to the biochemical
changes accompanying somatic embryo development.
Storage proteins and their dynamics during Picea
abies and Picea glauca somatic embryo development
have for example been characterized by Hakman (1993)
and FLinn et al. (1991), respectively. The protein frac-
tion 42, 33, 22 and 14 kDa size were found dominating
under conditions reducing the protein profiles in both
above mentioned species. The stage-specific proteins

were observed in the early stage embryos, mid coty-
ledon and cotyledonary stages of Picea glauca. Both
zygotic and somatic embryos displayed similar pat-
terns of proteins storage. Abies seed protein profile
was found different from other Pinaceae, mainly be-
cause of the lack of legumin-like proteins which con-
stitute a major fraction of storage reserves in angio-
sperms and gymnosperms. According to JENSEN and
Lixue (1991), this lack can be used as a diagnostic
feature for the genus Abies.

In order to characterize this aspect of seed bio-
chemistry in more detail, the dynamics of protein
synthesis was studied during somatic embryo deve-
lopment of Algerian fir. Also, the kinetics of enzyme
activity has in addition been registered throughout
the process aimed at better understanding of somatic
embryogenesis in the Abies species.
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Material and methods
Induction of somatic embryogenesis

The experiment was launched in 1998 when we remo-
ved embryonic suspensor mass (ESM) from immature
zygotic embryos. The cones were collected from
an Algerian fir (Abies numidica De Lann.) tree growing
in the Arboretum Mlynany. Immature seeds were sur-
face-sterilized for 10 min in 10% H,0,. Megagameto-
phytes containing embryos were cultured on SH me-
dium (Scuenk and HiLperanpT, 1972) with 1 mg 17!
6-benzylaminopurine (BAP). The obtained embryoge-
nic tissue was maintained at 24°C in the dark on a
proliferation medium supplemented with 1 mg 1! BAP,
1 g I'! casein hydrolysate and 500 mg 1! L-glutamine
and subcultured in 3-week intervals.

Maturation of somatic embryos was achieved
culturing the ESM on a modified MS medium (Mu-
rASHIGE and SkooG, 1962) supplemented with 40 g I'!
maltose, 100 g I'! polyethylene glycol-4000 and 10 mg 1!
abscisic acid. After 8 weeks of culturing on the matu-
ration medium, cotyledonary somatic embryos were
obtained. Media for the different stages of somatic
embryogenesis were gelled with 3 g 1! phytagel.
Cotyledonary somatic embryos were subjected to
a partial desiccation during three weeks at 24°C in the
dark (Vookova et al., 1997/1998).

Biochemical analyses

Embryonic suspensor mass (ESM), precotyledonary,
cotyledonary and desiccated cotyledonary somatic
embryos of Abies numidica were used for isozyme
and SDS-polyacrylamide (SDS-PAGE) analyses. The
weight of analysed tissues and embryos ranged betwe-
en 0.05 and 0.1 g. For the purpose of enzyme activity,
the material was extracted in 1.5 ml of 100 mM TRIS-
HCI buffer, pH 8.3, containing 5 mM cysteine-HCI,
5 mM Na,EDTA, 500 mM sucrose and 0.5% (w/v) polyvi-
nylpyrrolidone. The crude homogenate was centrifu-
ged for 15 min at 20.000 g and 4°C. The supernatant
was dialyzed through a Sephadex G-25 coarse column
and then used as a source of enzymes. Proteins were
quantified according to the Bradford's method (Brabp-
FORD, 1976). Peroxidase activity was measured spec-
troscopically at 470 nm by means of the quajacol-
H,0, method proposed by ErpELskY and Fric (1979).
Esterase activity was measured at 405 nm using 100
mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.4, p-nitrophenylacetate
substrate dissolved in ethanol (5 mg per ml) and en-
zyme solution. Three repetitions were made for each
measurement. Specific activity of the enzymes was
expressed as a change in optical density per mg of
proteins.

Isoenzyme composition of both above discussed
enzymes was analyzed by polyacrylamide disc electro-
phoresis as described originally by ORNSTEIN and Davis
(1960) and modified by Fri¢ (1971). Isoperoxidases
were visualized using saturated benzidine solution and
1.7% H,0, in 100 mM sodium acetate buffer, pH 4.6.
Isoesterases were stained in 100 mM sodium phos-
phate buffer, pH 6.0 containing 5 mg of each Fast Blue
RR and a-naphtylacetate in 100 ml volume.

For SDS-electrophoresis, the material was homo-
genized in 0.125 M TRIS-HCI extraction buffer, pH 6.8,
containing 22.5% (v/v) mercaptoethanol, 22.5% (v/v)
glycerol and 9% (w/v) SDS. The crude homogenate
was heated for 3 min at 95°C, clarified by centrifuga-
tion at 15,000 g for 10 min and subjected to SDS-PAGE
(LaEmmL, 1970).

Results and discussion

Protein structure of embryonic suspensor mass and
developing somatic embryos was similar but not iden-
tical. As seen in Fig. 1, the overwhelming majority of
proteins characteristic for precotyledonary and coty-
ledonary somatic embryos were already detected in
the embryonic suspensor mass. The only exception
was 20 kDa protein which appeared in the precotyle-
donary embryos, persisting until their maturity. It se-
ems that this protein is decisive for differentiation
between the embryos in embryonic suspensor mass.
Also, in the desiccated embryos two additional poly-
peptides with approximate molecular masses of 3 and
6 kDa were present which were not detected at earlier
stages. We may only speculate whether they belong
to the category of late embryogeny abundant (LEA)
proteins involved in seed desiccation when the em-
bryo lapses into a state of quiescense or dormancy
(RagHAvaN, 1997). All the above mentioned proteins
exhibit a stage-specific nature as reported also for Picea
glauca by FLInN et al. (1991). However, in contrast to
the Picea, it is a 20 kDa protein which appears in the
early stage embryos of A. numidica instead of 22, 24,
33 and 35 kDa fractions detected in Picea glauca. As
to the total protein pattern in A. numidica somatic
embryos, it is similar to that of Picea glauca contai-
ning major proteins of 47, 43, 25, 20 and 10 kDA in
size, together with numerous minor protein compo-
nents (Fig. 1). Most of the major protein components
mentioned here were reported as providing storage
reserves in conifers. In particular, it is true for the 43,
25 and 10 kDa sized proteins the presence of which
was also confirmed in 12 Abies species (JENSEN and
Lixug, 1991). It seems that in the Algerian fir are pre-
sent some additional proteins complying the abun-
dance criterion (47, 30, 13 kDa). Most probably, there
exist species-specific patterns of storage proteins in
the genus Abies.



Considering the metabolic processes, the deve-
lopment of somatic embryos was accompanied by
a relatively constant peroxidase activity and a varied
level of esterase activity. It follows from Table 1 that
the highest values of peroxidase activity were regis-
tered in the developing cotyledonary embryos — re-
flecting their active growth. A relatively high level of
peroxidase activity in embryonic suspense mass may
result of an increased content of phenolic compounds
which serve as substrates in peroxidase catalysed
reactions (HrRuBcova et al., 1994). Practically undetec-
table level of peroxidase activity was characteristic for
the desiccated embryos but the presence of isopero-
xidases in these embryos was proved electrophoreti-
cally. Most probably, the desiccation reduced some
metabolic processes in the embryos to a minimum and
also suppressed activity of the involved enzymes below
the threshold for their spectroscopic detection. With
the outlined peroxidase activity levels was closely
correlated the isoperoxidase pattern. As it is shown in
Fig. 2, the highest number of isozymes was detected
in ESM and in the cotyledonary embryos, the lowest
in precotyledonary embryos and in desiccated em-
bryos. The transition from ESM to precotyledonary
embryos is accompanied by a conspicuous reduction
in the number of isoperoxidases (Fig. 2, bands A, B);
whereas the subsequent differentiation of cotyledons
is connected with reappearing of the isoenzymes that
were already observed in the ESM and which are
placed around R 0.3 on the gel (Fig. 2, band C). The
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Fig. 1. SDS-PAGE profiles of proteins storage in embryonic
suspensor mass (A), precotyledonary embryos (B),
cotyledonary embryos (C) and desiccated mature
somatic embryos (D)

two major isozymes dominate the peroxidase pattern
during A. numidica somatic embryogenesis of R _ 0.3
and 0.6.

Contrary to peroxidase, the esterase activity ex-
hibited an increasing tendency throughout all the
analysed stages with the lowest activity level detec-
ted in the ESM and the highest activity detected in
the desiccated somatic embryos (Table 1). The outli-
ned course of esterase activity has also been respon-
ded by the isoenzyme number. The ESM and preco-
tyledonary embryos contained the same number of
isoesterases positioned at R_ 0.5 and 0.7 (Fig. 3, bands
A, B). Conversion of precotyledonary embryos into
cotyledonary ones was connected with appearing of
new isoesterases of R 0.3 and 0.4 (Fig. 3, band C).
Desiccated mature embryos contained additional iso-
esterases located on the gel between R_ 0.5 and 0.7
(Fig. 3, band D, arrow). The question concerning
possible identity of this isoesterase with LEA proteins
remains to be verified.

Regarding the fact that somatic embryos were
derived from seeds of one tree only, it is reasonable
to expect somewhat modified figure on the initial iso-
enzyme composition of ESM and subsequent deve-
lopmental stages of somatic embryogenesis, mainly
because of the isozyme variation between individual
trees. However, we do not assume major changes in
the observed tendency of enzyme activity during
somatic embryogenesis based on seed material from
different donor trees.
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Fig. 2. Isoperoxidase patterns revealed in embryonic sus-
pensor mass (A), precotyledonary embryos (B),
cotyledonary embryos (C) and desiccated mature
somatic embryos (D)



Table 1. Changes in peroxidase and esterase activities during somatic embryogenesis of Algerian fir

Developmental stage

Specific activity

Peroxidase Esterase
Mean = SD Mean = SD
Embryonic suspension mass 4.29 +0.08 1.79 + 0.04
Precotyledonary embryos 4.17 +£0.05 2.31+0.14
Cotyledonary embryos 478 +0.10 2.22 £0.09
Desiccated mature embryos 0 3.16%0.19
- StasoLrLa and YEUNG, 2001). Therefore, further investi-
R gation is necessary to bring more details concerning
e | the enzymatic aspects of somatic embryogenesis in
‘ : Abies, involving some additional enzymes.
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Conclusions

The presented results allow us to suggest that the
isozyme pattern is a more suitable tool than storage
protein profiles for delineation of the individual sta-
ges of somatic embryo development in A. numidica.
In spite of reflecting metabolic potential of the develo-
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Zasobné bielkoviny a enzymova aktivita v priebehu somatickej
embryogenézy jedle alzirskej (Abies numidica De Lann.)

Suhrn

Od embryogénnej suspenzorovej masy (ESM) sa sledovala dynamika syntézy zasobnych bielkovin a enzymovej
aktivity v priebehu somatickej embryogenézy jedle alzirskej (Adbies numidica De Lann.). Zasobné bielkoviny
obsahovali vel'ké proteinové frakcie o molekulovej hmotnosti 47, 43, 23, 20 a 10 kDa spolu s pocetnymi malymi
frakciami bielkovin. Celkove sa spektrum zasobnych bielkovin podobalo bielkovinovému profilu somatickych
embryi druhu Picea glauca. Vyvinovo Specificky charakter zasobnych bielkovin sa pozoroval v §tadiu diferen-
ciacie somatickych embryi v ESM, ako aj vo vysuSenych somatickych embryach. Peroxidazova aktivita bola
relativne stabilnd na vSetkych analyzovanych Stadiach embryogenézy s vynimkou vysuSenych zrelych soma-
tickych embryi, v ktorych sa nepodarilo stanovit’ Ziadnu peroxidazovu aktivitu. Naproti tomu, esterazova aktivita
vykazovala stupajiicu tendenciu pocas somatickej embryogenézy. Tak izoperoxidazy, ako aj izoesterazové spek-
tra vSak vykazovali vyvinovo $pecificky charakter, o naznacuje moznost’ ich vyuzitia ako biochemickych
markerov pri analyze jednotlivych Stadii somatickej embryogenézy jedle alzirske;.
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Abstract
SIRAN, M. 2005. Soil temperature and moisture in beech stands of different density. Folia oecol., 32:
11-14.

The paper deals with the influence of various stand densities in submountain beech forests in central
Slovakia on soil temperature and moisture content. The issue was examined over a humid growing
season more than ten years after a regeneration cutting. The obtained results show evidently that the
soil temperature changes were influenced by the time factor (seasonal factor — 66%), stand density
(22%) and spatial factor (soil depth — 3%). Soil moisture values varied depending on soil depth, and,
consequently, on soil physical properties connected with the depth (soil texture, humus content, etc.
— 58.6%), time (during season — 15%) and, finally, stand density (7.5%). About ten years after the
regeneration (shelterwood) performed to the original beech stand, the forest plots (0.9 and 0.3) do not
differ either in air temperature or in soil conditions across the whole profile. As for the soil moisture
content, the plot with the 0.3 stocking is moister in the topsoil (0.1 m) and in the subsoil (0.5 m). It is
necessary to point out that our research did not included variability between the years (it was limited

to one single year).

Key words

soil temperature, soil moisture, variability, beech forest, regeneration-cutting

Introduction

Forest stand density can have a considerable influen-
ce on soil temperature and moisture. In the case of
soil temperature, the so-called active layer (the zone
of transformation of solar energy to thermal) is shifted
higher above the soil surface (to the crown space).
Consequently, the temperature values, both mean and
range, decrease in the stem space, on the soil surface
as well as inside the soil. The extent of this influence
is dependent on the stand density. In the case where
the stocking is lower than 0.3, the major part of active
surface is on the soil surface, not in the crown space
(StkeLEC, 1992). In comparison with an open plot, a
forest stand is characteristic with distinctly lower ma-
ximum and higher minimum temperatures (PETRIK, 1988;
StRELEC, 1992). It is necessary to consider also seaso-
nal variability of temperature and influence of soil
physical properties, primarily the texture (MITSCHER-
LicH, 1971; SAvy, 1998; LaveLLE and SpalN, 2001; SIRAN,
2003). In the case of soil moisture, the forest stand

reflects the amount of water coming to the soil surface
(InTrRIBUS, 1977). The rhizosphere activity (extraction)
can be an important factor (Koprik, 1993; GREGOR,
1997; TuziNsky et al., 1997). The seasonal dynamics
(TuziNsky, 1984; GREGOR, 1997), and soil physical pro-
perties (soil texture, humus content) can also play a
significant role in distribution of the soil water (GRrEe-
GOR, 1992; SirAX, 2003).

Material and methods

Soil temperature and moisture were monitored at the
Beech Ecological Experimental Site in the Kremnické
vrchy Mts. (central Slovakia). The locality is situated
at 450-475 m a. s. 1. on a W-oriented slope with an in-
clination of 15°. The main task was to monitor the
influence of different stocking (0.0, 0.3, 0.9 — control)
on development trends in ecological factors, proces-
ses, etc. during one humid growing period more than
10 years after a regeneration cutting.
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The soil type at the site is Tephri-Eutric Cambi-
sol, in texture a medium heavy, loamy, medium skeletal
soil. The humus content in the topsoil is high (plot
0.3) or very high (plot 0.9).

Soil temperature was measured according to the
Pallmann’s method (KuBikova, 1970; STRELEC, 1990b)
once in a month (V.—VIIL. 2002), at three depths: 0.05,
0.20, 0.50 m. The measurements were repeated three
times. Soil moisture was evaluated once a week, near
the spot of temperature measurement, gravimetrically,
by means of gravimetric analysis. The material was
sampled according to 0.1 m thick layers up to a depth
of 0.50 m, in three repetitions.

For the statistical analysis we used the three-way
analysis of variance and the test of paired compari-
sons.

Results and discussion

In this paper we present results of close examination
of three factors causing the variability in soil tempe-
rature and moisture: 1. stand density (represented
through plots with different stocking of 0.0, 0.3 and
0.9), 2. time (seasonal variability over V.—VIII. 2002)
and 3. space (soil profile from 0.1-0.5 m). The studied
period was about normal in temperature (111%) and
precipitation (130%). The influence of the above-men-
tioned factors was tested through the three-way ana-
lysis of variance and the test of paired comparisons.

Soil temperature

The ANOVA results about soil temperature (Table 1)
revealed that the fluctuation of this variable was mostly
influenced by the seasonal factor (66%). Then fol-
lowed the influence of stand density (22%) and finally
soil depth (3%). The effects of these factors and their
interactions were found high significant (with the
exception of AB interaction — significant). The residual
error was low. It means that these three factors can
cover 99% of the total variability. The detailed analy-
sis of the seasonal temperature variability revealed
very significant differences between summer (VII, VIII),
spring and autumn months, at the soil depth next to
the top layer. As for the stand density (Table 2), high
significant differences in temperatures values were
only found between the forest stands (0.3, 0.9) and
the open area (0.0), in contrast to the results obtained
by StReLEC (1993) immediately after the cutting. Non-
significant difference between the forest stands is
probably consequence of the dense crown canopy of
beech stand with stocking 0.3 developed after the
regeneration-cutting in 1989 (Barna, 2000).

Soil moisture

In the case of soil moisture content, the analysis of
variance (Table 3) explained the major part of the total
variability by the spatial factor (soil profile variability
— 58.6 %) followed by time factor (seasonal — 15%)

Table 1. Soil temperature, three-way analysis of variance (influence of stand density, soil depth and time)

Variability S f MS F % of total variability (T)
Stand density, A 178.437 2 89.218 454.602%* 22.1

Soil depth, B 24.751 4 6.187 31.529** 3.0

Time, C 534.562 5 106.912 544.759%* 66.2
Interaction, AB 3.765 8 0.470 2.398* 0.5
Interaction, AC 24.515 10 2.451 12.491%%* 3.0
Interaction, BC 33.966 20 1.698 8.653*%* 4.2
Residuum, e 7.850 40 0.196 — 1.0

Sum, T 807.847 89 — — 100.0

Explanations: S — sum of squared deviations, f — degrees of freedom, MS — variance, F — F-test value

Table 2. Soil temperature, t-test of paired comparisons between plots 0.0, 0.3 and 0.9 for individual sampled items

Item d (0.0-0.9) o d (0.0-0.3) o d (0.3-0.9) o
Air temperature 3.1%% 0.002 3.2%% 0.001 0.1 0.219
Soil surface 9.5%%* 0.004 10.0%* 0.005 0.5 0.316
Soil 0.05m 3.5%%* 0.006 4.0%* 0.002 0.5 0.244
0.20 m 2.9%* 0.005 3.0%* 0.003 0.0 0.351
0.50 m 2.8%* 0.003 2.7%% 0.004 0.1 0.636
Whole soil profile 3.1%% 0.002 3.2%% 0.001 0.1 0.197

Explanations: d — difference between plots (...), o — level of significance, 0.0-0.3—0.9 stocking grade (also plot iden-

tification)
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and stand density (7.3%). Similar to the temperature,
the influence of each factor was found very important
(with exception of AC interaction — non-important). In
the topsoil (0-0.20 m) was the moisture content signi-
ficantly higher than in the deeper layers. It can be
caused by soil physical properties varying downwards
the profile (clay content, sandy component increase
with depth), higher humus content in the top soil but
also, according to GREGOR (1997), the tree rhizosphere
activity in the deeper (0.20—0.50 m) layers. Thanks to
the higher than normal precipitation during the fol-
lowing period, the soil moisture content was relatively
stable. The highest moisture content was measured in
May, the lowest in September. The forest stand also
influences the distribution of precipitation. High signi-
ficant difference was only found between the control
plot (0.9) and open plot (0.0), significant between the
plots with stocking of 0.9 and 0.3, as well as between
the plots with stocking 0.0 and 0.3. As for the preci-
pitation amount coming into soil, the plot with stoc-
king of 0.3 was found between plots of 0.0 and 0.9
(nearer to plot of 0.0). The variability in precipitation
amount was higher in the fully unconnected beech
stand that also transmitted more water. Concerning
the influence of different stand density on soil moi-
sture content (Table 4), the significant differences were
found in the deepest examined (0.50 m) layer only
between the plots with stocking 0.0 and 0.9 and the
plots with stocking 0.3 and 0.9 and in the top layer

between the plots with stocking 0.3 and 0.9. In the
first case, it was probably in association with higher
clay content to the exclusion of sand on the 0.3 plot
as well as 0.0 plot against 0.9; in the second case, it
was probably a result of higher precipitation on the
plot with stocking 0.3 (compared with 0.9) and the
shading effect of the beech stand shelter (compared
with 0.0). In total, the 0.3 plot with its moisture con-
tents in all examined layers was more similar to 0.0.
Similar soil moisture values over the vegetation period
on the same plots were also confirmed by other authors
(GrEGOR et al., 1998).
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Teplota a vlhkost’ pody v bukovom poraste roznej hustoty

Suhrn

Prispevok analyzuje vplyv stredohorského bukového lesa roznej hustoty v strednej casti Slovenska na teplotu
a vlhkost' pédy pocas vlhkého (zrazkovo a teplotne nadnormalneho) vegetacného obdobia (V az VIII). Zo
ziskanych vysledkov je predovsetkym vidiet, Ze zmeny teploty pody v sledovanom obdobi st zapri¢inené
faktorom Gasu (vplyv sezonnosti — 66 %), hustotou porastu (22 %) a nakoniec priestorovym faktorom — hibkou
pody (3,1 %). Variabilita vihkosti pody je zavisla na jej hibke, resp. na jej fyzikalnych vlastnostiach stvisiacimi
s hibkou (napr. zrnitost pody, obsah humusu — 58,6 %), d’alej na vplyve faktoru ¢asu (sezénnost — 15 %) a
hustoty porastu (7,5 %). Asi 10 rokov po obnovnom zasahu (Gprave zakmenenia) bukového porastu preriedena
a povodna plocha sa nelisia teplotou vzduchu ani pody v celom jej sledovanom profile. V pripade podnej
vlhkosti je preriedena plocha (zakmenenie 0,3) vlhsia v povrchovej (0,1 m) a spodnej vrstve (0,5 m).
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Abstract
Stasiov, S. 2005. Harvestman communities on two hills in the Stiavnické Vrchy Protected Landscape
Area, Slovakia (Opiliones). Folia oecol., 32: 15-21.

The influence of both exposure and type of biotope on harvestman communities was investigated on
two hills in the Stiavnické vrchy Protected Landscape Area by pitfall trapping during 1999 and 2000.
Three pitfall traps were placed in various biotopes (meadow, forest margin and forest) on both hills. All
three studied biotopes have southern exposure on the Tanad hill, and northern exposure on the
Kanderka hill. In total, 14 species of harvestmen were recorded. An influence of exposure on harvestman
communities became only evident in the meadows and at the forest edge. Dicranolasma scabrum
(Herbst, 1799) was the only species that preferred the same exposure (southern) in all habitat types.
The most similar biotopes were the forest and ecotone with southern exposure and the meadow and

ecotone with northern exposure.
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Introduction

The structure of harvestman communities and their
dynamics are influenced by various ecological factors.
Several authors (e.g. Bokor, 1993; Bokor and TOTHME-
Rrisz, 1998; KLMEs, 1997, 1999; Komrosch and GRUBER,
1999; LocH, 1999; MEYER et al., 1999; ScHAEFER and
ScHAUERMANN, 1990) have studied the influence of
temperature, moisture, light conditions, altitude, hu-
mus form, anthropic disturbance, herbicides, fire etc.
on harvestmen. Exposure and type of biotope are
among the factors that potentially influence the spe-
cies spectrum of harvestman communities, too. The
influence of the type of biotope on harvestmen has
been studied by, for example, Bokor (1993); Bokor
and ToramERrEsz (1998); Guricka (1957); Kumes and
SEcHTEROVA (1989); Kumes and Spicikova (1984);
Kromp and STEINBERGER (1992); KuBovcik and JARAB
(2002); MHAL (1995, 1997); Stasiov (2002a); Stasiov
and Brrusik (2001); Stasiov et al. (1997). An analysis
of the influence of exposure on these communities has
not been presented in the literature up to now.

The presented work seeks to detect the influence
of both exposure and type of biotope on the species
structure of harvestman communities in selected sites
in the Stiavnické Vrchy Mts. The obtained results can
extend our knowledge of the indication potential of
harvestmen in biomonitoring of the environment.

Materials and methods
Study area

The Stiavnické Vrchy Mts. represent the largest
mountains of volcanic origin in Slovakia. This area
has varied geological composition. A major part of
this area has been changed by intensive mining in the
past and is deforested at present.

The Stiavnické Vrchy Mts. are situated on the
boundary between the Carpathian Mts. and the Pan-
nonia lowland. Therefore, many thermophilous ele-
ments of Pannonian flora and fauna integrate here
with mountain Carpathian elements in a relatively small
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region, that results in high species diversity of the
local biocoenoses.

The investigation was carried out on the Tanad
hill and Kanderka hill (48°26' N, 18°52' E). Both hills
are located on major bends of the caldera north-west
of Banska Stiavnica.

The altitude of Tanad hill is 938.8 m a.s.l. The
cultivated forest stand on the top of this hill is formed
of an assorted mixture of hardwoods and conifers. All
three pitfall traps were placed at each site (T1, T2 and
T3) with southern exposure.

Kanderka hill is situated 1.5 km west of Tanad
hill. Its altitude is 862.4 m a.s.l. Artificial spruce mono-
culture forms the dendroflora of its top. Three pitfall
traps were placed on sites (K1, K2 and K3) exposed
to North.

Sites

T1: 840 m a.s.l., xerothermophilous meadow.

T2: 850 m a.s.1., margin of the 40-year-old beech forest
adjacent to the xerothermophilous meadow.

T3: 930 m a.s.l., forest composed of spruce, fir, beech,
hornbeam and various shrubs.

K1: 760 m a.s.l., meadow.

K2: 780 m a.s.l., margin of mature spruce forest adja-
cent to meadow.

K3: 730 m a.s.l., beech forest with admixture of fir and
spruce.

Methods

Harvestman communities were investigated at the stu-
died sites during 1999 and 2000 by pitfall trapping.
The traps were installed on 2.4.1999 and 26.4.2000 and
the material was collected from the traps on: 26.4.
26.6.,30.7., 26.8., 26.9., 30.10. (in 1999) and on 20.6.,
27.7.,26.8.,29.9. and 30.10. (in 2000). Cylindrical glass
cans, a mouth of 7.5 cm, a depth of 14 cm, were used
as the pitfalls and were filled with 4% formaldehyde to
one-third of their capacity.

The collected harvestmen were classified to the
species according to MarTens (1978) and Siaavy (1956,
1971). Animals of early ontogenetic stages were exclu-
ded from classification. Harvestmen names follow
Martens (1978). Sex was determined only for the
adults. Material was stored in 70% alcohol at the
author’s institution.

The similarity of sites and species was evaluated
by hierarchical clustering and by Principal Compo-
nents Analysis (PCA) based on the data on the total
species abundance found in the individual sites over
the entire period of investigation. The data were trans-
formed before their analysis by log (n + 1) transforma-
tion (n = number of captured individuals). The den-
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drograms of cluster analysis were produced using
the software STATISTICA for Windows 5.1. (StarSorr,
Inc., 1999) with Euclidean distance and Ward's clus-
tering algorithm. Principal Components Analysis was
performed by the software Canoco for Windows (TEr
Braak and SmILAUER, 1998). The index of species di-
versity (H') and the index of species equitability (£)
were calculated according to Opum (1971) using natu-
ral logarithm /n.

Results

In total, 1.080 harvestmen individuals belonging to 14
species from 4 families were obtained. 1.014 ind. have
been assigned to the species. Most species (10) be-
longed to the family Phalangiidae. The most abundant
species was Zachaeus crista (263 ind., i. e. 24% of all
individuals obtained). Selected parameters for the
species and harvestman communities are shown in
Table 1.

A higher number of individuals (611 ind.) was
obtained in 1999 compared to 2000 (469 ind.). The
decrease in the number of obtained individuals from
1999 to 2000 was especially evident in the hygrophi-
lous species, for example Platybunus bucephalus (53
ind. in 1999 and 21 ind. in 2000). On the other hand,
the xerothermophilous species Zachaeus crista was
found in considerably higher numbers in 2000 (75 ind.
in 1999 and 188 ind. in 2000).

Most species are considered as hygrophilous
(Nemastoma lugubre, Mitostoma chrysomelas, Dicra-
nolasma scabrum, Trogulus nepaeformis, Lophopilio
palpinalis, Lacinius ephippiatus and Astrobunus lae-
vipes), based on their preference to the wet habitats.
A smaller number were of euryoecious species (Pha-
langium opilio, Platybunus bucephalus, Oligolophus
tridens, Mitopus morio), and the smallest group was
formed by xerothermophilous species (Zachaeus cris-
ta, Lacinius horridus and Lacinius dentiger). Only 4
species occurred in all sites (Nemastoma lugubre, Za-
chaeus crista, Oligolophus tridens, Lacinius ephip-
piatus). The xerothermophilous species dominated,
especially in the uncovered sites T1 and K1 exposed
to the sun. Hygrophilous species dominated in the
sites situated in the forest (T3 and K3).

Based on the results of cluster analysis of simi-
larity of species composition of harvestmen at diffe-
rent sites, the studied sites were divided into two
main clusters (Fig. 1). The first cluster included two
subclusters. Each of them comprised the meadow site
and the ecotone site situated on the same hill. Sites
K1 and K2 showed the highest level of similarity among
all the compared sites. The same number of species
(11) was recorded in these sites (Table 1). These sites
were also similar in terms of the number of captured



individuals. The second main cluster included the smallest numbers of individuals were obtained in the-
forest sites located on both hills. The same number of  se sites. In contrast, the highest numbers of individu-
species (8) and similar values of the diversity and  als were obtained on the meadow sites T1 and KI1.
equitability indexes were found for these sites. The

Table 1. Parameters about harvestmen species and taxocenoses on the sites studied in 1999 and 2000 (number of in-
dividuals (n), dominance [%], total number of individuals (Zind.), number of species (Zspp.), Shannon-Wea-
ver index of species diversity (H’), index of species equitability (£))

Taxon Tl T2 T3 K1 K2 K3
n [%] n [%] n [%] n [%] n [%] n [%]
Nemastomatidae
Nemastoma lugubre (Miiller 1776) 81 277 7 5.2 5 7.5 39 181 58 275 10 108
Mitostoma chrysomelas (Hermann 4 14 | 0.7 12 56 15 71
1804)
Dicranolasmatidae
Dicranolasma scabrum (Herbst 1799) 1 0.7 1 1.5
Trogulidae
Trogulus nepaeformis (Scopoli 1763) 15 11.0 1 1.5 2 1.0 1 1.1
Phalangiidae
Phalangium opilio (Linnaeus 1761) 69 236 14 103 10 4.7 4 1.9
b g’g)l’”””s bucephalus (C. L. Koch 2 15 21 313 4 19 18 85 29 312
Lophopilio palpinalis (Herbst 1799) 1 0.7 11 5.1 28 133 15 16.1
Zachaeus crista (Brullé 1832) 89 305 31 228 21 313 84 391 36 17.1 2 2.2
Oligolophus tridens (C. L. Koch 1836) 24 82 50 368 8 1.9 33 153 29 137 28 30.1
Lacinius horridus (Panzer 1794) 21 7.2 3 2.2 13 6.0 6 2.8
Lacinius dentiger (C. L. Koch 1848) 1 0.5
Lacinius ephippiatus (C. L. Koch 1835) 3 1.0 8 5.9 9 134 4 1.9 7 33 6 6.5
Mitopus morio (Fabricius 1799) 2 1.5 1 1.5 4 1.9 8 3.8 2 2.2
Astrobunus laevipes (Canestrini 1872) 1 0.3 1 0.7
¥ ind. 292 136 67 215 211 93
> spp. 8 13 8 11 11 8
H' 1.579 1.854 1.633 1.837 2.053 1.650
E 0.598 0.703 0.619 0.696 0.778 0.625
T1
T2
K1
K2
T3
K3
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8
Linkage Distance
Fig. 1. Cluster analysis of the similarity of sites
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Cluster analysis was used for the evaluation of
species similarity as well (Fig. 2). The species with the
lowest epigeic activity (Dicranolasma scabrum, As-
trobunus laevipes and Lacinius dentiger) were not
incorporated in the dendrogram. Among the other
species, two main clusters (A and B) can be distingu-
ished in the dendrogram. Cluster A was divided into
two separate subclusters (A, a A,)). The first subclus-

ter included the species with high epigeic activity on
the meadows and in the ecotones (Nemastoma lugub-
re, Oligolophus tridens and Zachaeus crista). Sub-
cluster A, included the other species, which differed
according to their site preference. Cluster B comprised
only one species, Trogulus nepaeformis, which prefer-
red the ecotone sites (especially T3) and did not occur
on the meadows.

N. lugubre
O. tridens

Z. crista

M. chrysomelas

M. morio

L. palpinalis
P, opilio

P. bucephalus

O
L
L. horridus :_—_
]
I

L. ephippiatus
D. scabrum

L. dentiger

A. laevipes

T. nepaeformis

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Linkage Distance

Fig. 2. Cluster analysis of the similarity of species
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Fig. 3. Ordination (PCA) of species on individual sites
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In the Fig. 3 produced using PCA, the species are
distributed along Axis 1 according to their preferred
biotope, and along Axis 2 according to their preferred
type of exposure. Basically, in this distribution, the
left part of the graph includes the species that were
mainly typical for the forest sites on both of the stu-
died hills. The right part of the graph includes the
species that were typical mainly for the meadow sites.
The rare Ponto-mediterranean species Dicranolasma
scabrum and Astrobunus laevipes, which occurred
only in the sites with the southern exposure on the
Tanad hill (Table 1), are contained in the lower part of
the graph. The species Dicranolasma scabrum prefer-
red the forest sites or the ecotone sites, whereas the
species Astrobunus laevipes preferred the meadows
or the ecotone sites on this hill. The species with the
highest epigeic activity on the sites situated on the
Kanderka hill (exposed to North) are concentrated in
the top part of the graph.

Discussion

The obtained results indicate that the exposure had
influence on harvestman communities only for the
meadows and for the ecotone sites, whereas the type
of biotope influenced the species composition above
all in the forest sites situated on both hills. This pro-
bably results from the differences between the microcli-
mates of these biotopes. The influence of the exposu-
re on the microclimate of the near-ground air layer is
lower in forest stands than in open sites, where the
heat from sun is not absorbed by the crown layer. The
intensity of sunshine depends on the angle of its
incidence on the surface, which depends on the expo-
sure. Therefore, the exposure markedly influences the
temperature conditions in the near-ground air layer in
open sites. Open biotopes have also higher oscil-
lations in temperature and humidity than covered fo-
rest biotopes. GuLicka (1957) also found the highest
similarity between ecotone biotopes and open bioto-
pes in terms of the species composition of harvestmen
when he compared between three biotopes (meadow,
ecotone, forest) in Cierny Les Island near Gab&ikovo
(Slovakia).

As to the species composition, the different simi-
larity degrees between the meadow and the ecotone
on the Tanad hill and on the Kanderka hill revealed by
cluster analysis may be caused by differences in micro-
climate on these hills. There were probably greater
differences in temperature and moisture conditions
between the meadow and the ecotone site on the
Tanad hill (exposed to South) than between the mea-
dow and the ecotone site on the Kanderka hill (expo-
sed to North). The meadow on the Kanderka hill has
northern exposure and steep slope (circa 40°). Direct

sunlight striking upon the herbaceous cover is only
present for a very short part of day. Therefore, there
are probably no great differences between the microcli-
mate of the ecotone site and of the meadow in com-
parison with the Tanad hill.

The ecotone sites (T2 and K2) showed the hig-
hest diversity and equitability from all the studied
sites. Several authors have studied harvestman com-
munities of ecotone biotopes. For example, Stasiov et
al. (1997) studied selected sites in the Kysuce PLA
(Slovakia). The author showed that harvestman
communities of the ecotone between a fir-beech forest
with a mixture of spruce and a spruce forest were
characterised by higher epigeic activity and also by
higher species diversity than harvestman communities
within the concerned forests. Bokor (1993) and Bokor
and ToramERESZ (1998) showed that epigeic activity of
harvestman communities was twice as high in an eco-
tone between a beech forest and a cutting as in the
concerned beech forest in the Biikk Mts. (Hungary).
Kumves and Spicakova (1984) discovered the highest
diversity and epigeic activity of Opiliones in an eco-
tone between a lime-oak forest with a mixture of horn-
beam and a meadow near Mlade¢ (the Czech Republic).

This research upgrades our knowledge of the
ecology of the studied harvestmen species, and pre-
sents new information about the preference of some
species for certain biotopes. The highest epigeic ac-
tivity of Lacinius horridus, Phalangium opilio, Za-
chaeus crista and Nemastoma lugubre recorded in
the meadow on the both hills indicates that these
species probably prefer the meadow biotopes. Platy-
bunus bucephalus mainly preferred forest sites. On
the other hand, Mitostoma chrysomelas avoided the
forest sites and Trogulus nepaeformis avoided the
meadow sites. The species Phalangium opilio and
Platybunus bucephalus were generally considered to
be euryoecious species and Nemastoma lugubre and
Mitostoma chrysomelas have been considered to be
hygrophilous species up to now. New information
about the preference of these species for certain bio-
topes shows that their ecological description should
be reevaluated. For example, Stasiov (2002a) reported
the preference of Nemastoma lugubre for open sites.
This author studied opiliocenoses in forest stands
with various stocking in submontane beech forests in
the Kremnické Vrchy Mts. (Slovakia). He recorded the
highest epigeic activity of this species in the stand
with the lowest stocking of all of the compared stands.
Krmmes (1997) reported that the occurrence of Mitos-
toma chrysomelas is closely correlated with the light
conditions of sites, based on an analysis of data from
117 localities in the Czech Republic. The occurrence
of Dicranolasma scabrum and Astrobunus laevipes
only at the sites situated on the Tanad hill strongly
suggests these species preference for sites with
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southern exposure. The relationship of Dicranolasma
scabrum to southern exposure has been noticed by
Stasiov (2002b). The species Lophopilio palpinalis,
Mitopus morio and Mitostoma chrysomelas especial-
ly preferred the sites with northern exposure.

Conclusions

In total, 14 species of harvestmen were recorded on
two hills in the Stiavnické Vrchy Mts. during 1999 and
2000. An influence of exposure on harvestman com-
munities became evident only on the meadows and at
the forest edge. Dicranolasma scabrum was the only
species that preferred the same exposure (southern) in
all three habitat types. The most similar biotopes were
the forest and ecotone with southern exposure and
meadow and ecotone with northern exposure.

Translated by the author
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Spolo¢enstva koscov na dvoch kopcoch v CHKO Stiavnické Vrchy
(Opiliones)

Suhrn

Praca prinasa vysledky vyskumu zameraného na postudenie vplyvu expozicie a typu biotopu na spolocenstva
koscov realizovaného na dvoch kopcoch v CHKO Stiavnické vrchy metodou zemnych pasci v rokoch 1999 a
2000. Na kazdom kopci boli umiestnené po tri zemné pasce, prva na luke, druha v ekotone luky a lesa a tretia
v lese. Na kopci Tanad mali vSetky biotopy juznu a na kopci Kanderka severnti expoziciu. Celkovo bol na
sledovanom uzemi zisteny vyskyt 14 druhov koscov. Vplyv expozicie sa prejavil najmé na 1a¢énych a ekotono-
vych biotopoch. Dicranolasma scabrum (Herbst, 1799) bol jedinym koscom, ktory preferoval juzni expoziciu
na vSetkych troch typoch biotopov. Z hl'adiska druhovej Struktury spolo¢enstiev koscov boli najpodobnej$imi
biotopmi les a ekoton s juZznou expoziciou a luka a ekoton so severnou expoziciou.
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Abstract
Noskovic, J., Sozansky, P. 2005. Evaluation of nitrate and amonium nitrogen concentrations in a water
course in the Tribe¢ Mountains. Folia oecol., 32: 22-28.

We evaluated nitrate and ammonium nitrogen concentrations in the water course “Hostiansky potok”
in the Tribe¢ Mountains. The study run over the years 1995-1998. The mean nitrate nitrogen
concentration for the whole research period was found to be 1.06 mg dm=. The maximum monthly
mean N-NO," concentration was observed in January, the minimum in August. No significant effect of
the sampling sites on the N-NO, concentrations was manifested. Comparing to the nitrate nitrogen
concentrations, the mean ammonium nitrogen concentrations were markedly lower over the whole
period. The highest N-NH,™ concentrations were determined in July and December, the lowest in
October and November. Based on the calculated N-NO,~ characteristic values (STN 75 7221), the
waters in all the sampling sites were assigned to the second class of surface water quality (clean
water) and on the basis of the calculated N-NH,* characteristic values, the waters in all sampling sites

belonged to the first class of surface water quality (very clean water).

Key words

water course, nitrate nitrogen, ammonium nitrogen, surface water quality

Introduction

Nitrogen compounds in surface and ground waters
occur in both organic and inorganic forms that are
represented by ammonium, nitrite and nitrate nitrogen.
These forms can be transformed in terms of biology
and chemistry (Noskovic, 1997).

The thermodynamically most stable and therefore
most frequent forms of inorganic nitrogen include the
nitrate nitrogen — very well soluble in water and per-
sistent in aerobic conditions (BUcHLEROVA and OLEJ-
K0, 2002). The nitrate nitrogen concentrations in clear
ground and surface waters are mg dm™3 by order. In
the polluted waters they can reach from tens to hund-
reds mg dm=3 (PrrTER, 1999). Most nitrate nitrogen in
the water is secondary — originating by the nitrifica-
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tion of the ammonium nitrogen. The important sources
of nitrate nitrogen in the surface waters are rinsing
and sewage from agricultural soils fertilised with nit-
rogen fertilisers (GABRIS et al., 1998). Other nitrate nit-
rogen sources are atmospheric rainfall (Noskovi¢ and
GABris, 1995) and drainage waters (GERGEL, 1990). Ac-
cording to Noskovic (1992), as for the nitrate nitrogen
concentration, water quality in a water course is also
affected by the ecosystems in the catchment. The
author observed the N-NO,~ concentrations in the
waters of a water course were higher in an agricultural
ecosystem with prevailing arable soils than in an eco-
system with permanent grass cover and a forest eco-
system, too.

Compared to the nitrate nitrogen, the concentra-
tions of ammonium nitrogen are lower, with the values
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in clear ground and surface waters not higher than
0.1 mg dm™3 (PrTTER, 1999). Under favourable condi-
tions, ammonium nitrogen is oxidised by nitrifying
bacteria to nitrites and nitrates. The nitrates are the
final product of the mineralization of the organic-
bound nitrogen (STEPANEK et al., 1979).

The main sources of surface water pollution with
ammonium nitrogen are sewage waters, wastes from
the agricultural production (silage juices, dung-water),
some industrial waste waters, atmospheric waters and
nitrogen fertilisers (GABRIS et al., 1998). The ammonium
nitrogen can originate directly in surface waters — by
degradation of the organic nitrogen matter from dead
plants and animals (PrTTER, 1999).

Because higher nitrate and ammonium nitrogen
concentrations in the surface waters can cause serious
ecological problems, according to the STN 75 7221 —
Classification of the surface water quality, they be-
long to the indicators through which the surface waters
are classified to the classes of the water cleanness.

Material and methods
The catchment description

The nitrate and ammonium nitrogen concentrations
were monitored and evaluated in the upper part of the
Hostiansky potok. The upper part of the stream, to-
gether with its head, is situated in the Tribe¢ Moun-
tains. The lower part is situated in the upland Zitav-
ska pahorkatina. The water course belongs to the
catchment area of the Zitava River, in which it issues
under the town of Zlaté Moravce — part Chyzerovce.
The whole catchment of the water course has an area
of 120 km2. The mean annual discharge to the Zitava
River is 0.94 m3 s7!.

The catchment area of the water course in the
Tribe¢ Mts. consists of a forest ecosystem and a
permanent grass ecosystem. In the forest ecosystem
are dominant these woody plants: Fagus sylvatica,
Quercus cerris, Quercus petraea, Quercus robur,
Quercus daleschampii and Carpinus betulus. In the
lower part are characteristic: Alnus glutinosa, Alnus
incana, Fraxinus excelsior, Salix eleagnos and Salix
triandra.

The Tribe¢ Mts. belong to the Secondary zone of
the Carpathians Mts. The soils are represented by
ranker, rendzina, pararendzina, cambisol and luvisol.

As for the climate, the catchment in the Tribe¢
Mts. belongs to the transition and partially to the warm
region which is represented by the subhumic lowland
area. Depending on the relief, the transition region,
which covers the biggest part of the catchment, is
divided into the moderate warm subhumic valley — in
winter a possible frost hollow and the mountain area.

Material sampling and processing

Water samples from the water course were taken regu-

larly, always within the last ten days of the current

month. The sampling ran over the period 1995-1998.

The samples were taken from the streamline. In the

observed segment of the water course we have estab-

lished three sampling sites:

1. The forest ecosystem at an altitude of 300 m above
sea level. The area is covered with a high forest.

2. Below the permanent grass ecosystem on the left
side and the forest ecosystem on the right side of
the water course. The length of the segment is
1.6 km.

3. Below the permanent grass ecosystem on both
sides of the water course closely above the village
Hostie. The length of the segment is 1.6 km.

In the samples we determined contents of N-
NO;™ (using colorimetry with phenoldisulphonic acid)
and N-NH," (colorimetry with the Nessler’s reagent).
The classification of the water from the sampling sites
to the classes of the surface water quality was accom-
plished by comparing the calculated characteristic
values of N-NO,~ and N-NH," with the corresponding
limit values for the classes of surface water quality
(STN 75 7221).

Results and discussion

From the Fig. 1 it follows that the mean nitrate nitro-
gen concentrations over the research period ranged
from 1.02 mg dm3 (years 1997, 1998) to 1.12 mg dm3
(1996) and for the whole research period, the mean
nitrate nitrogen concentration was 1.06 mg dm. The-
se values are higher than those obtained by DuBova
and BuBLINEC (1997) for water courses in the Pol'ana
Mts. This is probably related to different soil and
climatic conditions and also to different wood species
composition (in the Pol'ana Mts. are dominant conife-
rous trees) in the two mountain systems.

The mean nitrate nitrogen concentrations in de-
pendence on the sampling time show (Fig. 2) that the
highest values in the experimental years were general-
ly reached in late autumn season, winter and early
spring seasons. The only exception was the year 1998
when the highest value of N-NO,~ was observed in
September. The maximum mean nitrate nitrogen con-
centration over the whole research period was rea-
ched in January (1.42 mg dm~) and minimum in Au-
gust (0.63 mg dm3). Similarly, seasonal dynamics of
the nitrate nitrogen concentration in some water cour-
ses of the East Slovak plain have also been determi-
ned by Ivanco and PaveLEkovA (1999). Noskovic (1989)
also reports the highest nitrate nitrogen values out of
the vegetation period in water courses in the upper
part of the Hornad River catchment.
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The increase in the mean nitrate nitrogen concen-
trations in the water course out of the vegetation
period is easy to explain because N-NO,~ occurring in
the soil is not absorbed by the plants and, consequ-
ently, primarily the soil from slopes can be washed
away to water courses.

The higher nitrate nitrogen concentration in Sep-
tember 1998 was probably related to the intensive
rainfall running off the soil with nitrate nitrogen in the
water course (Table 1). Several authors (GABRrIS and
Susanska, 1985; Noskovic, 1989; Kvitek, 1999) agree
that the N-NO,~ concentrations in water courses in-
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Fig. 2. The mean annual N-NO,~ concentrations depending on the sampling time
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crease as a result of the increased rainfall. Other im- The effect of the sampling site on the nitrate
portant source of the nitrogen (N-NO,~, N-NH,") is  nitrogen concentration was not found significant
the rainfall on its own (Noskovi¢ and GABris, 1995;  (Fig. 3). During the whole research period, its mean
(DuBova and BuBLINEC, 1998; PITTER, 1999). values in the observed part of the water course ranged

Table 1. Mean monthly and annual values of air temperature and rainfall over the period 1995-1998 (Tesarske Mlynany)

1995 1996 1997 1998

Month Rainfall Temp. Rainfall Temp. Rainfall Temp. Rainfall Temp.

mm °C mm °C mm °C Mm °C
January 44.70 -1.4 50.20 2.0 18.20 2.4 15.20 2.0
February 48.50 44 27.50 2.8 28.20 1.4 0.10 4.6
March 52.00 4.1 12.00 1.8 10.00 4.5 15.10 3.7
April 59.70 10.2 69.10 11.1 41.80 7.0 50.90 11.6
May 90.10 144 97.90 16.2 58.40 15.8 34.10 14.9
June 69.40 17.5 71.10 18.9 58.70 18.5 29.40 19.5
July 6.90 22.8 75.10 18.0 93.30 18.9 41.10 20.9
August 60.10 19.5 65.60 19.2 16.90 20.4 38.80 20.5
September 67.90 13.8 56.00 11.8 14.80 15.1 114.10 14.9
October 9.10 10.9 27.20 10.5 32.70 7.3 89.90 10.5
November 31.40 22 41.20 7.1 109.40 53 33.10 1.8
December 52.60 0.2 25.90 24 17.10 24 18.60 2.6
Annual rainfall 592.40 618.80 499.50 480.40
Zi;‘;f;ﬁf:] 9.88 8.95 9.52 10.62

1.40

0.00 .
1. 2. 3.
Sampling site
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Fig. 3. The mean annual N-NO;~ concentrations depending on the sampling site
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from 0.98 (3rd sampling site) to 1.12 mg dm= (2nd
sampling site). These concentrations can be conside-
red low, especially when compared to the concentra-
tions determined by Noskovi¢ (1989) for water cour-
ses having in their catchments agricultural ecosystems
with prevailing arable land and flowing across settled
areas.

The calculated characteristic N-NO,~ values (Tab-
le 2) according to the STN 75 7221 — Classification of
the surface water quality classify the waters in all the

sampling sites in the studied part of the water course
to the 2nd class of the surface water quality (clean
water).

The ammonium nitrogen is a precursor of nitrite
nitrogen (transition form) and nitrate nitrogen (GABRIS
et al., 1996). This is probably the main reason why the
mean N-NH," concentrations (Fig. 4) during the re-
search period were markedly lower compared to the N-
NO;~ concentrations. For the whole research period
the mean N-NH," value was 0.06 mg dm.
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Fig. 5. The mean annual N-NH," concentrations depending on the sampling time
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The mean ammonium nitrogen concentration va-
lues fluctuated and the fluctuation intervals were dif-
ferent in different years (Fig. 5). The highest N-NH4"
concentrations during the whole research period were
determined in July and December and the lowest in
September and October.

Generally, in all the study years we observed an
increase in the ammonium nitrogen concentration in
the 2nd sampling site (Fig. 6). For the whole research
period was the lowest concentration found in the 3rd
sampling site and the highest in the 2nd sampling site.

Based on the characteristic values (Table 2) cal-
culated according to the STN 75 7221, the waters of
all sampling sites in the observed part of the water
course belong the 1st class of the surface water qua-
lity (very clean water).
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Table 2. Calculated characteristic values of N-NO;~

and N-NH,*
Sampling sites
Indicator
1. 2. 3.
N-NO;~ 1.63 1.76 1.48
N-NH,* 0.18 0.23 0.16
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Hodnotenie koncentracii dusi¢cnanového a amonneho dusika vo vodnom
toku v pohori Tribe¢

Suhrn

Vo vodnom toku Hostiansky potok v pohori Tribe¢ sa v rokoch 1995-1998 hodnotila koncentracia dusi¢nano-
vého a amoénneho dusika. Z vysledkov vyplyva, Ze priemerna koncentracia dusi¢nanového dusika za celé
obdobie bola 1,06 mg.dm 3. Maximalna priemerna koncentracia N-NO;™ za celé pokusné obdobie bola v mesiaci
januar a minimalna v mesiaci august. Vplyv odberovych miest na koncentraciu dusi¢nanového dusika sa
vyraznejSie neprejavil. Priemerna koncentracia amonneho dusika za celé pokusné obdobie bola v porovnani
s dusi¢énanovym dusikom vyrazne nizia. Najvyssia koncentracia N-NH," za celé pokusné obdobie sa zistila
v mesiacoch jul a december, najnizsia v mesiacoch oktdber a november. Vypocitané charakteristické hodnoty N-
NO;™ (STN 75 7221) zarad’uju vSetky odberové miesta do II. triedy kvality (Cistd voda) a vypocitané charak-
teristické hodnoty N-NH," zarad'ujii vSetky odberové miesta do I. triedy kvality (vel'mi ¢ista voda).
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Abstrakt
Havranova 1. 2005. Comparison between biomass production in Galium odoratum L. in beech stands
with different intensity of load by airborn pollutants. Folia oecol., 32: 29-32.

We observed aboveground and belowground biomass production in Galium odoratum growing in
beech stands belonging to the group of forest types Fagetum pauper. The research run in 1999, in
localities with different intensity of load by airborn pollutants. We observed also length parameters of
the examined species. From the results it follows that the lowest production (aboveground, below-
ground and total) was recorded next to the aluminium plant in Ziar nad Hronom where was the total
biomass production 1.651 g m™ and the proportion of the aboveground biomass was 68.9% (1.137 g n1?).
The other localities, situated at greater distances from the pollutant source had larger production
values (except to locality 4), ranging from 2.823 g m 2 (EES Kremnické vrchy Mts.) to 4.787 g m™
(Hudcov vrch). The mean height of the individual plants ranged from 14.57 cm (Ziar nad Hronom) to

25.3 cm (Grafovska).
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production, Galium odoratum, beech stands, airborn pollutants

Introduction

At present, airborn pollutants and the overall anthro-
pic load become to be more and more pressing prob-
lems. An important indicator reflecting the changes in
the immission situation is the biomass production. In
areas with worsened air quality, changes in qualitative
and quantitative composition of the phytocoenoses
correspond to the different resistance and sensibility
of the relevant plants. In our work we compare the
production capacity of the species Galium odoratum
in sites with different intensities of loading by airborn
pollutants. The obtained knowledge can contribute to
better understanding of processes running in forest
ecosystems.

Material and methods

The study into the biomass of Galium odoratum was
performed in beech stands, in sites situated at diffe-
rent distances from the pollutant sources. The field
study was accomplished in June 1999. The monitoring

plots were chosen in such a way as to reflect the
supposed immission load on the area and the prevai-
ling wind direction and, simultaneously, to represent
the same permanent ecological conditions. Several
authors mean that the control plot situated in the
Beech Ecological Experimental Stationary (BEES)
Kremnické vrchy Mts. (KonTris and KonTriSova, 1993;
DitMmaROVA, 2001; MacHAvA, 2002) can be considered
as almost without any pollutant load. The basic cha-
racteristics of the research plots are listed in Table 1.
With respect to a considerable heterogeneity in spe-
cies and non-uniform herbal cover in the forest com-
munity at the site, the total biomass amount was de-
termined using the method of indirect sampling
(Kusicek, 1977). We measured the biomass on a plot
of a phytocoenological relevé, 20 x 20 m in dimensions,
on which we selected by random choice (SMELKO,
1998) 7 representative squares, each with dimensions
of 1x 1 m. The number of the species and the num-
bers of individual plants belonging to each species
were determined on each square.

The plant material sampling was performed over
the whole relevé plot. We collected simultaneously
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aboveground and belowground biomass. The sample
size in each species was chosen in such a way (30) as
to ensure the required sensitivity of the experiment
(BrecHTL and Kusicek, 1968). In the laboratory, we
separated the material into aboveground and below-
ground fractions, measured the length of the above-
ground parts, dried at 85°C and weighed. The oven-
dried mass is obtained at 105°C, on the other hand,
the temperature of 85°C is still not associated with
organic material decomposition, and for the future we
also plan to subject the collected plant material to
chemical analyses (JAkrRLOVA in Dykyiova, 1989).

From the total weight of the plants of Galium
odoratum we calculated the mean weight of a plant,
and after the multiplication by the number of plants
on the plot we obtained the total weight of the given
species per unit area.

Results and discussion

The total biomass production on the permanent mo-
nitoring plot (PMP) Ziar nad Hronom is 1.651 g m™2,
from which is the aboveground biomass proportion
68.9% (1.137 g m™?). In the BEES Kremnické vrchy Mts. is
the aboveground biomass proportion (1.837 g m™)
65.1% from the total production amount (2.823 g m~2,
Table 2). Kovicova and ScHiEBER (2002) report for the
total production in the same species in the BEES a

Table 1. Basic characteristics of studied geobiocoenoses

value 0f 2.088 g m2in year 1994 and a value of 3.62
gm2in year 1995. The June values were 2.175 g m™>
in 1994 and 2.944 ¢ m2in 1995. Their results well cor-
respond to our results. On the same plot in the BEES,
in the spring aspect 1993, found Janik (1996) a total
production value in Galium odoratum 2.4 g m~2and in
year 1993 a value of 0.9 g m2. From these results it
follows that the total biomass production in Galium
odoratum in the BEES Kremnické vrchy Mts. is by
1.172 g m2 higher than in proximity of the pollution
source. The lower production on the PMP is also in-
fluenced by a considerable drop in the soil pH value,
which is by 1°lower compared to the BEES (Table 1).
Similar was the opinion of Kontris, Kontrisova (Kon-
TRISOVA, 1998) in the case of the species Gladiolus
gandavensis. The creation of dry matter was lower on
the plot loaded by airborn pollutants than on the con-
trol plot (BEES), because of the overall weaker health
stand of trees on the loaded plot. The same reports
Kontrisova (1998) for the creation of dry matter and
for needle length in Pinus nigra (both values increase
with increasing distance from the pollution source).
Similar situation was in our case where the highest
biomass production (aboveground and underground)
was found on the plot Hudcov vrch, most remote (in
the prevailing wind direction) from the pollutant sour-
ce. The total biomass production in this site was 4.787
g m~2. A high value of biomass production was also
found on the plot in Grafovska (3.008 g m2). The last

Geomorph. unit \frt;?q\;mls/}i eS. Kremnické vrchy Mts.

(1 ¢
Plot 5 1.]; 1:4: yy  Gréfovski  Vydriend valley Hsfcclfv K]i]::/]:ésové

1 2 3 4 5 (Control)
Immission source [km] 2 3 5 7 18
Slope situation Turned Reverse Turned towards Reverse Turned towards
towards

Exposure NNW WSW NNW SW WSW
Altitude[m] 470 204 433 510 470490
Inclination[?] 5-10 15 25 20-25 20
Annual precipitation 750 750 750 750 778
[mm]
Annual temperature [°C] 7.6 7-8 6.8
Parent rock Loess loam,

rhyolitic Andesite tuff agglomerates

tuff agglomerates
Soil Type Cambisol
Subtype Luvisol, psedo-gley Modal

Group of forest types Fagetum pauper inferiora
Stand age [y.] 70 80 70 80 96
Stocking 0.7-0.8 0.7 0.7 0.6-0.8 0.9
Canopy[%] 80 90-100 90 90-100 90-100
pH H,O [at 10 cm] 4.96 5.71 5.48 5.71 5.92

(I'PMP — Permanent monitoring plot
(@ BEES — Beech Ecological Experimental Stationary
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two plots had values of both total and aboveground
biomass production even higher than our control plot
(BEES). The only exception was the plot in the Vydri¢-
na valley, where we found the smallest value in Ga-
lium odoratum production from all the sites. At the
same time, on this plot was also found the lowest
amount of this species — only 12 ps m2. This state
can be a consequence of worse light conditions at the
site (not measured but pointed out by greater length
of the individual plants). An important contribution
could be expected from chemical analysis of the indi-
vidual plant organs planned in the course of the fu-
ture research.

The vitality of Galium odoratum growing in the
individual examined localities is reflected on the length
characteristics of the aboveground plant organs
(Fig. 1). The mean height ranged from 14.57 cm (PMP
Ziar) to 25.3 cm (Grafovska). The maximum height (38
cm) was found in the locality Grafovska, the minimum
(6 cm) in Ziar na Hronom. As we can see in the graph,
the lowest values were measured on the PMP Ziar.
The plants on the other plots were longer. Also in this

Table 2. Biomass production in Galium odoratum L.

case, was, similar to the production, plant length lower
on the control plot. Supuka and CHLADNA (1996) eva-
luated the degree of loading by pollutants in 35 urban
settlements. The highest amounts of sulphur (in need-
les of Pinus sylvestris) were found in Nova Bana (1.4—
3.08 mg g') and Zvolen (1.5-2.9 mg g'). The highest
amounts of fluoron were found in Ziar nad Hronom
(0.032 mg g ). The value measured in Zvolen (0.025
mg g '), was the third highest, which well corres-
ponds to lower values of plant characteristics on the
control plot situated near the town.

Conclusions

In the research on the species Galium odoratum per-
formed in 1999 we found the lowest aboveground
(1.137 g m2) and belowground (0.514 g m?) biomass
production in proximity of the aluminium plant in Ziar
nad Hronom. With increasing distance (in prevailing
wind direction) increased the production values and
also the plant vitality. The highest total production,

. o Total production Number
Locality Weight of individual plant [g ] [em>] psm”
Abovegr. Undergr. Abovegr. Undergr.
EES Kremnické v. 0.110 0.059 1.837 0.986 16.71
PMP Ziar 0.073 0.033 1.137 0.514 15.57
Grafovska 0.152 0.036 2.432 0.576 16.0
Vydri¢na valley 0.046 0.014 0.552 0.168 12.0
Hudcov vrch 0.108 0.043 3.424 1.363 31.7
Galium odoratum
40 —
35 |
30 T
e 251 [ o o i
o 20 | By [ mean
.. wenndl ...... Emax
10 - R 1o IR &
5 Z-ZIZ_‘ -ZIZZ_‘
0 B | ) | L
BEES PMP Grafovska Vydri€.dol. Hudcov v.

Fig. 1. Heigth parameters of Galium odoratum
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4.787 g m2, was recorded in a locality situated 7 km
from the pollution source. The values of biomass pro-
duction in the BEES Kremnické vrchy Mts. were: 1.837
g m2 for aboveground biomass and 0.986 g m2 for
belowground biomass. The mean plant height values
were in all localities higher than on the PMP Ziar and
ranged from 14.57 cm Ziar to 25.3 cm (Gréafovska).

Translated by D. Kudelova
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Porovnanie produkcie biomasy Galium odoratum L. v bukovych poras-
toch na stanoviStiach s rozdielnou intenzitou imisného zat’azenia

Suhrn

V skupine lesnych typov Fap na lokalitach s rozdielnou intenzitou imisného zatazenia sme v roku 1999 sledovali
produkciu nadzemnej a podzemnej biomasy druhu Galium odoratum L. Skimali sme aj dizkové parametre
daného druhu. Z vysledkov vyplyva, Ze najnizSiu produkciu (nadzemnu, podzemnu aj celkovi), sme zistili
v blizkosti zavodu na vyrobu hlinika na TMP v Ziari nad Hronom. Celkové produkcia tu dosahovala hodnotu
1,651 g m2, z toho na produkciu nadzemnej biomasy pripada 68,9 %, ¢o je 1,137 g m 2. Ostatné lokality,
vzdialenejsSie od zdroja znec€istenia mali vyssSiu celkova produkciu (az na lokalitu €. 3), ktora sa pohybovala od
2,823 ¢ m 2 (BEES) do 4,787 g m 2 (Hudcov vrch). Priemerna vyska jedincov bola na vsetkych lokalitach vyssia

ako v Ziari nad Hronom.
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Abstract
Pozaal, J., MERCEL, F., PozGas, R. 2005. Phenological observations on selected introduced oak species
in the Arboretum Mlynany. Folia oecol., 32: 33-42.

The knowledge about timing of biological events in woody plants is important from many viewpoints.
We sought to contribute to the area with the data concerning several oak species introduced in
Slovakia. In the Arboretum Mlynany, we studied three healthy adult trees of Quercus rubra, three
somewhat younger individuals of Q. macranthera and one adult tree of Q. phellos. The phenological
events in the selected trees were observed over the period 1986-1989. The results have been
summarised in several figures and tables. In the course of study, we recorded differences in the timing
of the first spring phenological phases between the years. Similar was the situation in autumn leaf fall

and other phenological phases.
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Quercus rubra, phellos, macranthera, phenology, Arboretum Mlynany

Introduction

Phenological observations are mostly oriented on plant
and animal species with features of special interest:
not only aesthetic (flowering, habitus, autumn leaf
colouring) or commercial (timing of flowering, fruit
ripening and fruit collection) — they have also a con-
siderable scientific value on their own. We focussed
our research on three introduced oak species in the
Arboretum Mlynany, i.e. in conditions of SW Slova-
kia. Two of the studied oak species have their origin
in North America (Quercus rubra L. and Q. phellos L.
(Erwes and Henry, 1971), the third is from the Cauca-
sus Mts. (Q. macranthera Fisch. et Mey. ex Honen).

We carried out phenological observations accor-
ding to the method by LukasiEwicz (1968), and we
also profited from some results obtained in research at
the site by several other authors (BEncat and TokARr,
1978; MERrceL, 1978; Pozgar and MERcEL, 1999 et al.).

Methods

The Arboretum Mlynany is situated close to the left
border of the Zitava River, at 160-204 m a. s. 1. The
original biocoenological communities at the site are,
according to ZratNik (1959), Carpineto-Quercetum and
Fageto-Quercetum, with illimerized soils (Forest Ma-
nagement Institute Zvolen, 1975). The studied trees
were labelled as follows: Q. rubra: 11, 18, 19, Q.
macranthera: 7,27, 28 and Q. phellos: 6 (Fig. 1, Table 1).
We itemized the following phenophases (Fig. 2):

1. Beginning of bud development

2. Full developed buds

3. Bud-burst

4. Full leaf unfolding

5. Beginning of autumn coloration

6. Full autumnal colour change

7. Beginning of leaf fall

8 Total leaf fall
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9. Beginning of catkins sprouting
10. Pollen release
11. Beginning of catkins fall
12. Total catkins fall
13. Beginning of fruit development
14. Beginning of fruit fall
15. Total fruit fall.
Phenological lists were provided separately for
each tree and each year of study. Meteorological data
were obtained from the Hydrometeorological Station

Arboretum Mlynany

situated in the Arboretum. We have elaborated a cli-
mate-diagram of the locality (WALTER et al., 1975) for
years 1986-1998 (Fig. 3). Climatical situation in the
Arboretum Mlynany was also supplemented by Hru-
Bik (1992), PozGar and Tomasko (1999), Pozgar and
MERCEL (1999) and others.

The results of four years of study (average va-
lues) are summarised in a specific way — as average
values and year cycles. For the months we used the
following abbreviations: J — January, F — February,
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Fig. 1. Situation of the observed individuals in Arboretum Mlynany
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M — March, A — April, My — May, Jn — June, J1 — July,

Ag — August, S — September, O — October, N — No-

vember, D — December. One month is represented in

the decimal system (e.g., A4.5 means 13—14 April).
The statistical evaluation was carried out on two

separate groups of phenophases as concerning:

1. Assimilatory organs,

2. Generative organs.

The first group involved the phenophases from
number one to eight (Fig. 2), the second also the first
two and the other phenophases from nine to fifteen.

The assimilatory organs were evaluated on all
examined trees. The generative organs were evaluated
with exception of two not yet fertile trees of Q. mac-
ranthera (27, 28).
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Fig. 2. Phenological phases
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The obtained values were processed using the
variance analysis.

Results

Phenological descriptions for the separate years
are given in Figs 4-7. From these figures, it is possible
to obtain data about separate phenophases for the
individual trees. In 1986, started the bud swelling in all
the observed trees in March — beginning with Q.
rubra 18 (M3) and ending with Q. macranthera 7
(M3), Q. macranthera 27 (M7). The full swelling of
buds was reached as the first in Q. rubra 18, 19
(A4.5), the last was Q. macranthera 27 (A8). The bud-
burst started with Q. rubra 11 (A7.5), the last were Q.
phellos 6 and Q. macranthera 27 (A9). The full leaf
development proceeded from Q. macranthera 28 (My
3.5) and 27 (My4), to Q. rubra 11 (My8). The begin-
ning of autumnal yellowing started in Q. phellos 6 and
Q. rubra 11 (S86.5), ended with Q. macranthera 7, 28
(03). The total autumnal colouring was first in Q.
rubra 11 (03.5), the last was Q. phellos 6 (04). The
leaf fall started in Q. rubra 11 (S9.5) and 18, 19 (S10),
ended with Q. macranthera 7 (N3.5). Q. phellos 6 (N3)
was the first without leaves, Q. macranthera 7 (D9.5)
the last. As for the catkins sprouting, the first was Q.
rubra 11 (AS5), the last Q. rubra 18, 19 (A7.5). Q.
macranthera 27, 28 was without catkins. Q. rubra 11,
18, 19 (A9) began with pollen release, followed by Q.
macranthera 7 (My0.5), the last was Q. phellos 6
(Myl1). The catkins began to fall at the same time from
all the trees (My3), with exception of Q. macranthera
7 (My6). The catkins were first removed from Q. robur
11 (My6), the last was Q. macranthera 7 (My10). The
first ripe acorns began to fall from Q. macranthera 7
(S5), the fruitfall ended with Q. phellos 6 (S10). The
total fall of fruits was observed first in Q. macranthe-
ra 7 (S7.5), the last in Q. phellos 6 (O5). In a similar
way, we can also read the values for the other years
of study (1987, 1988, 1989) from the other Figs: 5, 6,
7, respectively.

From all four years of study, the spring pheno-
phases started earliest in 1986. Somewhat later was
the start shifted in 1987, more later in 1989, and simi-
larly in 1988. This situation held for all the studied
species. Q. rubra began with bud swelling in 1986 on
M3, in 1987 — on M8.5, in 1988 — A1, 1989 —on A0.5,
Q. phellos (M6.5, M6.5, A1.5, Al) and Q. macranthera
(M3, M8, A2, A2). We have not managed to find out
why there was not maintained the same order in en-
ding of the individual phenophases each year. There
can be several factors influencing the state of art. We
can hypothesize about the beginning of spring, crop
quantity, health status and presence of pests.

In the following we will provide a comprehensive
piece of information in form of average figures and
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their ranking over the whole period of study (Fig. 8).
In the figure are illustrated average data for the indi-
vidual species. There were evident shifts from these
mean values in several phenophases in certain spe-
cies (phenophases 1, 5, 6, 7, 15), in another group of
phenophases, only one of the species was distinctly
different from the others (2, 3, 4, 11, 14), in the third
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Fig. 4. Phenological data in 1986



group of phenophases, all the species were more or
less similar (9, 10, 12), in this case catkins were con-
sidered.

Considering the fructification, it is necessary to
point out that from three individuals of Q. macranthe-
ra, only the tree number 7 was fructifying — and only
in year 1986; on the other hand, the same tree was
flowering each year. The trees No. 27 and 28 belonged
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Fig. 5. Phenological data in 1987

to the younger, however, they were fructifying one
year before the beginning of observations. Q. phellos
was flowering and fructifying yearly, similar to all the
trees Q. rubra.

Based on the average values from the all four
years of study it follows that Q. phellos and Q. rubra
began with bud swelling the first, however, the full-
swollen buds were observed first in Q. rubra, the
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Fig. 6. Phenological data in 1988
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course of bud-burst and full leaf unfolding were simi-
lar. The autumnal leaf yellowing began in Q. phellos,
the fully coloured leaves were first observed in Q.
rubra. The beginning of leaf fall was first in Q. phel-
los. The total leaf fall began with Q. phellos, ended
with Q. macranthera. The catkins began to sprout
simultaneously in Q. rubra and Q. phellos, pollen
release simultaneously in Q. rubra and Q. phellos.
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The beginning of catkins fall was observed in Q.
phellos, the full catkins fall in Q. rubra. The begin-
ning of fruit development started in Q. rubra somewhat
sooner than in Q. phellos. The fruits began to fall in
Q. macranthera (the tree was fructifying for the first
time), ended in Q. phellos, the complete fruit fall was
observed as first in Q. rubra. All the mean values are
precisely illustrated in Fig. 8.

It is necessary to point out different lengths of
individual phenophases (1986—1989) for all the stu-
died trees. According to duration, we classified the
phenophases in three following categories: less than
one month, 1-2 months, more than 2 months. The first
category comprises:

4 — full leaf unfolding (min. A8—max. My8)

9 — beginning of sprouting of catkins (A2.5-A9)
10 — beginning of pollen release (A7-My5)

11 — beginning of catkins fall (My1-My?9)

12 — total catkins fall (My3—-My10)

13 — beginning of fruit development (My4—Jn1).

The second category consists of:

1 — beginning of bud swelling (M3-Myl

2 — complete bud swelling (A2-My3)

3 — bud-burst (A3.5-My4)

5 — beginning of autumnal colouring (S6.5-M2)
14 — beginning of fruits fall (Ag7-S10)

15 — total fruits fall (S3—-09).

To the third category belong:

6 — total colouring of leaves (O3-D10)
7 — beginning of leaf fall (S9.5-N10)

8 — total leaf fall (N3-M3).

As recorded over the four-year study period, the
shortest was the phenophase 9 — starting of catkins
sprouting, the longest was phenophase 8 — end of leaf
fall — this phase proceeded for 4 months.

All the measured values were processed using
the Anova analysis. We sought to evaluate the impact
of these factors: phenophase, species, year. The
Table 2 (assimilatory organs) shows a statistically signi-
ficant impact of phenophase (what is natural), species
(significant differences between the species), and year.
We can also suppose about an important influence of
weather.

The generative organs were evaluated according
to the methods described above in the relevant sec-
tion. The dataset was subjected to the variance ana-
lysis (ANOVA) to find the effects of all examined
factors: phenophase, species, year. The obtained re-
sults (Table 3) reveal evident statistically significant
influences of all factors and their mutual interactions.

From the differences in phenophases connected
with generative organs we only consider those statis-
tically significant. In the phenophase 11 was found a
significant difference between Q. macranthera and Q.
phellos.

We close this section with a summary pro-
nouncement that the analyses performed on datasets



concerning assimilatory and generative organs fi-
nished with similar results. Statistically significant
differences were only found in Q. macranthera.
Statistically significant differences between the spe-

cies in the frame of the individual phenophases were
confirmed for the assimilatory organs 1.-5., for the ge-
nerative organs 1.-2., 11.
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Table 1. Basic characteristics (in 1998) on observed trees

Species  Origin Circumference Height Width Sociological Health
(number of trunk of tree of crown status condition
of tree) (m) (m) (m) (Pozagas, 1987)
Q. rubra North America
11 1.55 19 18 solitaire 1
18 1.10 18 6 2 1-
19 2.17 23 11 1 1-
Q. phellos N. America
6 2.23 22 18 1 2—
Q. macranthera Caucasus
7 0.62 17 5 3 4
27 0.43 10 4 3 3
28 - - - -

Table 2. ANOVA — assimilatory organs

Factors: 1 — phenophase, 2 — species, 3 — year

df MS df MS
Effect Effect Effect Error Error F p-level
1" 7 26835.58 128 18.02344 1488.927 0.0000
2% 2 289.8601 128 18.02344 16.0824 0.0000
3* 3 199.8922 128 18.02344 11.09068 0.0000
12 14 10.48427 128 18.02344 0.581702 0.8754
13* 21 54.6533 128 18.02344 3.032346 0.0001
23 6 14.86161 128 18.02344 0.824571 0.5529
123 42 19.61671 128 18.02344 1.0884 0.3518
Table 3. ANOVA — generative organs
Factors: 1 — phenophase, 2 — species, 3 — year
df MS df MS
Effect Effect Effect Error Error F p-level
1 5 730.1234 48 1.798611 405.9373 0.0000
2% 2 13.77361 48 1.798611 7.657915 0.0013
3* 3 60.63558 48 1.798611 33.71245 0.0000
12* 10 4.657778 48 1.798611 2.589653 0.0135
13* 15 11.36019 48 1.798611 6.316088 0.0000
23%* 6 5.843981 48 1.798611 3.249163 0.0092
123 30 2.815926 48 1.798611 1.565611 0.0813
Discussion Oak trees, primarily in natural forest stands are stu-

Phenological observations on woody plants are
important for correct timing in orchard management,
botanical gardens, horticulture (CHITENDEN, 1965),
management of parks, arboretums (Tomasko and To-
MASKOVA, 1992), and, naturally in forest management
(CrrousT, 1955) and general basic research. Formerly
were only observed certain selected phenophases —
for description purpose only — e.g. bud-burst, flowe-
ring, first ripe fruits, etc. (LinNaEAUS, 1753 and others).
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died with focus on their fruits. The oak is not fruiting
each year (Vyskort, 1958), the fruits are relatively rare,
and consequently, it is important to provide prognos-
tics about forthcoming mast years.

The first indicator for a correct prognosis is the
timing of flowering. Flowering and pollen release are
generally reported phenophases for common oak spe-
cies. Aas and RiepMILLER (1987) recorded the flowe-
ring in Q. rubra in May. According to our observations,
the species was flowering in April (A7-A9) in the



years 1986 and 1989, and in May (Myl1-My5) in the
years 1987—-1988. The above-mentioned authors report
about fall of ripe acorns in October. In our conditions,
the timing of this phase is shifted. According to our
observations, the first fruit began to fall after the mid
September, and the last fruits fell to the mid October.
According to the individual years and trees, the fruits
can already begin to fall by the end of August (tree
No. 11, Ag7 — 1988), or even up to the end of Septem-
ber (tree 19, S10 — 1989), the total fall can be timed
from the first half of September (tree No. 11, S3 — 1988)
to the end of October (tree No. 19, 09 — 1989). Accor-
ding to Pacan and Ranpuska (1988), the fruits began
to ripe in September or October of the second year,
which almost corresponds to our observations. The
fruits of this species (and also Q. phellos), always get
ripe in the second year; consequently, it is possible to
make estimations about the crop beginning with the
flowering and proceeding through the following vege-
tation period, winter and in the second year, from the
beginning of the vegetation period up to the full ripe-
ness. Some authors report flowering in Q. rubra in
May or June (Pacan and Ranpuska 1988), however,
this fact does not correspond to our observations. In
our conditions, flowering of Q. rubra in June is high
disputable. Q. phellos and Q. macranthera are very
rare in Slovakia, from which follows the lack of phe-
nological data in the literature.

The comparisons of the course of phenophases
between the studied introduced and Slovak au-
tochtonous species (data for comparison are taken
from Pozcas and MErceL, 1999) show evident that in
the spring aspect is Q. rubra between the first species
concerning the bud-burst, however, in the pollen re-
lease it belongs to the last third of the studied species
(8 autochtonous). As for the total fruit fall, it belongs
to the second half, in the total leaf fall to the leading
oak species. In comparison with the data on Q. pubes-
cens Willd. provided by Pozcar and HorvAaTHOVA (1986),
(we did not perform observations on this species), it
is evident that the pollen release begins to the first
days of May. Q. rubra has pollen release interval A7—
MysS5, consequently, there is a considerable similarity.

All three Q. rubra trees were fructifying in all
four years of the study. The fruits on these trees
began to ripe more early than Q. cerris L., Q. robur L.,
Q. virgiliana Ten., Q. frainetto Ten., Q. pedunculiflo-
ra C. Koch, and namely in the same conditions and in
a similar way as Q. polycarpa Schur, Q. petraea (Matt.)
Liebl. and their cross-breeds (Q. petraea x Q. dale-
champii Ten., Q. polycarpa x Q. dalechampii) (com-
pare with PozGas and MErcEL, 1999).

In summary, Q. rubra is a species frequently stu-
died in our forest research. In oak forest vegetation
tiers in Slovakia, it is planted in many localities (Forest
Enterprise Levice included). This species evidently

finds here favourable ecological conditions for its via-
bility vhat is documented by the excellent growth in
young age and sound natural regeneration. The other
two species are not used in Slovak forestry. We can
meet them in parks (BEncat, 1982).

Conclusions

The work presents phenological data about three
trees of Q. rubra, Q. macranthera and one Q. phellos
growing in the Arboretum Mlynany. The data were
collected over 1986—1989.

For all the observed trees, it holds that their
spring activity begins between M3 and Myl. The
flowering was recorded to the end of April and the
beginning of May (range A7-My5), the ripening of
fruits from the second half of September to the second
half of October (S7-08), the beginning of autumnal
leaf colouring was first recorded in Q. phellos (O1),
followed by Q. rubra (02.5), the last was Q. mac-
ranthera (07.5), the leaf fall from the second half of
October to the second half of December (O7.5-D9). In
several cases, some individuals maintained their lea-
ves up to the following year (M2 Q. rubra — tree No.
7 in 1988).

Q. phellos was fruiting each year (however, typi-
cal mast year was not in each year), similar was the
situation in all three studied Q. rubra, Q. macranthera
was only fruiting once — tree No. 7 in 1986.
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Fenologické prejavy niektorych cudzokrajnych dubov
v Arboréte Mlynany

Suhrn

Préaca sa zaobera dvomi druhmi duba zo Severnej Ameriky (Quercus rubra L. — dub erveny, Q. phellos L. —
dub grécky) a jednym z Kaukazu (Q. macranthera Fisch. et Mey. ex Honen. — dub vel’kokvety). Prinasa fe-
nologické udaje o troch jedincoch Q. rubra, troch Q. macranthera a jednom Q. phellos, rasticich v Arboréte
Mlynany za roky 1986—1989. Informacie o taxacnych a d’alSich udajoch sledovanych jedincov prinédsa tabul-
ka 1. Jednotlivé sledované fenofazy prinasa obraz 2. Na obr. 4 je zachytené fenologické spektrum vsetkych
sledovanych jedincov (rok 1986), na obr. 5 rok 1987, 6 — 1988, 7 — 1989. Za celé sledované obdobie priemerné
hodnoty za druh prinasa obr. 8. Z neho je zrejmé, Ze jarnu aktivitu najskor zacina (zaciatok nalievania pucikov)
Q. rubra a Q. phellos (M9 — vysvetlenie symbolov v metodike), Gplné olistenie najskor dosiahol Q. rubra
(My3,5), jesenné prefarbovanie najskor zacal Q. phellos (O1), podobne ako prvy dosiahol aj uplny opad listov
(D3), najneskdr Q. macranthera (D9). V praseni pel'u dosiahli prim Q. rubra a Q. phellos (A10), uplny opad
plodov najskér dosiahol Q. rubra (04,5). Udaj reprezentujici Q. macranthera (S7,5) je iba za rok 1986, v d’aliom
obdobi ani jeden jedinec neplodil a ani nekvitol (rok pred zaciatkom merania kvitli vSetky). Datumové rozpétie
nastupu resp. ukonéenia fenofaz za celé obdobie sledovania je v texte. Najvicsie rozpétie v ramci vsetkych
jedincov a sledovanych rokov bolo zaznamenané pri fenofaze 8 — iplny opad listov (metodika) a to od N3 po
M3 v nasledujucom roku, t. j. 4 mesiace, najmensie pri 9 (A2,5-A9), 12 (My3-Myl10), 13 (My4-Jnl), 10 (A7-
MyS5) a 11 (Myl-My?9).
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